pyridine (1) in the presence of acetic or trifluoroacetic anhydride resulted in bicyclic saturated fragment cleavage, affording cyclohepteno[b]pyrroles 2a,b in low yields. In the case of trifluoroacetic anhydride, the major product of the reaction, -trifluoroacetylsubstituted tetrahydropyrrolo[3,2-c]pyridine 3 was isolated in 34% yield.
Introduction
Recently we have reported piperidine ring cleavage in tetrahydropyrrolo [3,2-c] pyridines under the action of acetic anhydride at 70 o C resulting with the formation of 2-(α-methyl-β-acetamidoethyl)-3-vinylpyrroles in moderate yields, while the target 2-acetyl substituted pyrroles have not been isolated. 1 We have studied the reactions of acetylation and trifluoroacetylation of N-vinylsubstituted tetrahydropyrrolo[3,2-c]pyridine 1 with bicyclic saturated fragment, synthesized by applying the Trofimov reaction to the oxime of tropinone. The reaction seems to proceed through the intermediacy of quaternary salt A, which then predictably is cleaved by the acyloxy anion. This transformation can proceed either like Brown 4 or Hofmann 5 reaction, however the current experimental material does not permit to make a definite conclusion about the mechanism. Further work aimed at exploring the scope and limitations of this process is under way.
Experimental Section
General Procedures. Melting points are uncorrected. IR spectra of samples were obtained as KBr pellets.
1 H NMR chemical shifts are given as values with reference to Me4Si as internal standard. All column chromatography was carried out on Fluka aluminum oxide (activated, II grade, 150 mesh) at medium pressure (200 mbar). All solvents were distilled before use. 
1-Vinyl-7-(N-methyl

